Minutes of Special Meeting

Board of Directors

Raytown Fire Protection District

February 22, 2006

_____________________________________________________________________

1. Call to Order.  A special meeting of the Board of Directors of the Raytown Fire Protection District was called to order at 9:00 a.m. February 22, 2006.  The purpose of the meeting was to hear from the Election Committee and discuss items concerning the April 4 election.  The following persons were present:  President Bruce Bruch, Vice President Willard Ross, Secretary Robert Palmer, Assistant Chief Flannery and  Fire Chief Mawhirter.  Firefighter/Paramedic Mace was present representing the Election Committee.  

2. Approval of Agenda.  Upon motion by Mr. Ross and second by Mr. Palmer, the agenda was unanimously approved as written.

Mr. Mace, representing the Election Committee, reported the following:

3. New Business.   

a.  Campaign treasurer.  Mr. Mace introduced Chris Inlow to the Board.  Mr. Inlow has been appointed campaign treasurer for Citizens for Fire Safety.

b. Literature for signs, educational flyers, campaign flyers.  Mr. Mace presented two designs for yard signs.  The Directors preferred the yellow diamond with black fire truck design.  An educational flyer was presented for consideration.  It was agreed that it contained too much information and should be streamlined.  Mr. Mace and Mr. Helphrey will work on this.  Campaign flyers have not yet been developed.

c. Vendors for printing.  Mr. Mace stated that everyone he has talked to about running a campaign recommends Beacon Press for printing.  Beacon’s charge for two-color tri-fold is $505.00 per each 5000 run.  The owner is willing to help with layout and artwork.  Mr. Mace recommended a printing of 10,000.  

d. Schedule for printing yard signs.  Mr. Palmer agreed to assist Mr. Mace in arranging to have the yard signs ready by March 4. 

e. Schedule posting of yard signs.  Signs will be posted March 4.  Dr. Steinhert, Bob Sego and John Ness have volunteered to be in charge of putting yard signs out and making sure they get picked up after the election.   

f. Vendor for mailing.  Mr. Mace recommends Mail N More on Noland Road for mailing brochures.  They guarantee a 24-hour turnout.  They will tab, sort and mail for 24 cents per item.

g. Set schedule for printing mailings.  Not discussed.

h. Obtain volunteers for large sign painting.  Mr. Mace said that Chief Hunley has assumed responsibility for getting these painted.  He will also see that they are posted on March 4.  

i. Schedule of public education events for next two weeks.  Mr. Mace reported that he is speaking to the Shepherd Center, Rotary, and Kiwanis.  He is attempting to find out when Mary Bowen and Temple Heights groups meet so he can talks with them.

4. Old Business.

a.   Update on meetings last week.  Informational meetings with community leaders have been positive.  The committee’s current meeting place will soon be unavailable.  Therefore, Mr. Mace is going to contact Neptune’s Galley for permission to meet there.  Need to get the word out that the public is invited to committee meetings.

b. Update of campaign funding.   The business directors of the building trades unions have recommended a contribution of $5000.00 to the election campaign.  They will go before the general council Friday for approval.  Shamrock Cabinets has donated $500.00 and Local 1730 has pledged $2000.00.  
c. Update on media coverage.  Both local papers have run front-page articles about the election and have indicated they will endorse it. The Tribune is coming out with an article about the need for additional manpower.   
d. Update on absentee ballots.  Applications for absentee ballots have been picked up from the Election Board and are available.
e. Update on billboard usage.   The billboard will be used again with permission of the owner.  He told Mr. Mace he had received many positive comments about the first one. 
5. Next meeting date.  The committee concluded its report to the Board.  Its next meeting date has not yet been established.

Following the conclusion of the Committee’s report, a motion was made by Mr. Bruch and seconded by Mr. Palmer that the District pay for printing and mailing of the general information flyer and that invoices, not to exceed $3,500.00, submitted to the District from the printer and mailer of the general information flyer, will be paid by the District, and that these flyers will contain a statement that they are paid for by the Raytown Fire Protection District.  The motion unanimously passed. 

Chief Mawhirter made two suggestions:  (1) hold an open house prior to the election and (2) establish an oversight committee of three to five community leaders to make sure funds are spent as they are supposed to be. 

There being nothing further to come before the meeting, it was adjourned upon motion made and seconded.

_____________________________        __________________________        

 Bruce Bruch, President                              Robert Palmer, Secretary

 ______________________________

      Willard Ross, Vice President

